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INTRODUCTION  

PRIVATE SECTOR N ETWORKING IN THE 
WESTERN BALKANS: THE WAY TO EUROPE 

Within the Private Sector Development project for 
the Western Balkans, the Academic Training 
Association has organised the second of five 
Stakeholder conferences. The conference was held 
from 2-4 December in Budva, and brought together 
stakeholders, experts and policy makers. Based on 
input from the stakeholders after the first 
conference, ATA identified two topics of special 
interest for Private Sector Development in the 
Western Balkan:  

 

Regional Free Trade Agreements as 
Instrument for Regional Co-operation, and; 

 

Higher Education as catalyst for 
Entrepreneurial Development.    

FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS AS INSTRUMENTS 
FOR REGIONAL CO-OPERATION 

Access to international markets provides 
opportunity for trade and economic growth, for all 
SEE countries, and will eventually lead to 
enhancement of the level of foreign direct 
investments. However, transition countries have 
difficulties in reaching foreign markets. Expanding 
trade has become a priority of all governments in 
the Western Balkan region, which now closely 
cooperate on trade relations. The EU has 
significantly lowered the trade barriers and the 
markets are open to Western Balkans countries. 
However, ultimately it is up to the private sector to 
utilize the new opportunities. Progress in regional 
trade has been disappointing and is still below their 
potential. One obvious obstacle is that whilst the 
countries in SEE in theory have liberal trade 
regimes, unwritten, practical barriers still exist.   

The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 
on free trade has become an important tool for 

trade liberalization within the region. It aims to 
bring bilateral free trade agreements (FTAs) among 
all countries in the region, and to promote easier 
trade between countries in the region and create a 
more attractive business environment for foreign 
investors. Twenty-nine FTAs are now in force 
throughout the region. However, it is important that 
more action is taken to ensure full implementation. 
Some bilateral FTAs are not necessarily compatible 
with each other. There is still some scope for trade 
diversion because of different tariff rates and non-
tariff barriers in the region, and as long as these 
barriers remain, investors are unlikely to view the 
region as one large market. As part of the future 
commitment to explore further options for trade 
liberalisation and harmonization, many experts in 
the region are now proposing alternative solutions 
such as one single regional free trade area (for 
example the Amato Commission has pleaded for 
this.  

HIGHER EDUCATION AS A CATALYST OF 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

Under high pressures of globalisation, 
entrepreneurship and small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) are highly dependant on 
development of entrepreneurial skills on the one 
side and continuous innovation and technology 
transfer on the other. Universities and other 
organisations in the higher education sector play a 
key role in this process, both through training 
entrepreneurs and knowledge transfer to industry.   

The conference addressed the role that higher 
education institutions in the Western Balkans play in 
fostering entrepreneurship and SME development. 
It has been noticed that there is a gap between the 
universities and entrepreneurs, although some first 
steps has been taken from some universities. 
Therefore, the conference brought together 
international and stakeholders academic experts and 
policy makers to analyse the issues and develop 
recommendations. 
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CONFERENCE AGENDA 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2005 

9:15 - 9:30 OPENING REMARKS 

 

Welcome by ATA  

 

Minister of Finance of Republic of Montenegro, Mr. Igor Luk i ;   

9:30 - 11:00 FTA S AS INSTRUMENT FOR REGIONAL CO-OPERATION 
Co-Chairmen: Mr. Igor Luk i , Mr. Vladimir Sara and Mr. Osman Voci

  

Speakers: 
Ms. Ljiljana Filipovi

 

Deputy Minister, Ministry of International 
Economic Relations and EU integrations of 
the Republic of Montenegro 

Dr. Faruk Ja arevi ,  Director of Education Department, Foreign 
Trade Chamber of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Mrs. Nata a Dragojlovi - iri

 

Expert Associate, Ministry of International 
Economic Relations of the Republic of Serbia 

Questions, Answers and Discussion 

11:00 - 11:3 0 COFFEE BREAK 

11:30  13:00  HIGHER EDUCATION AS A CATALYST OF ENTREPRENEURIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Co-Chairmen: Mr. Edin Osmanbegovi and Dr. Igor Zdravkovski and Mr. Fetan 
Reçica  

Speakers: 
Dr. Marija Zarezankova-Potevska Head of the Unit for Entrepreneurship in the 

Ministry of Economy - Macedonia 
Ms. Milica Vukoti

 

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Economics - 
Podgorica, Montenegro; 

Dr. Blagoje Paunovi

 

Professor, Faculty of Economics - Belgrade, 
Serbia; 

Questions, Answers and Discussion 

13:00 - 15:00 LUNCH BREAK 

15:00 - 16:30 HIGHER EDUCATION AS A CATALYST OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

DEVELOPMENT WITH SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE DAY 
Co-Chairmen: Ms. Marija Ili kovi and Mr. ura Krompi 

  

Speakers: 
Mr. Edin Osmanbegovi and Mr. Beriz ivi  Faculty of Economics - Tuzla, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina; 
Questions, Answers and Discussion 

19:00  22:00 EXTRACURRICULAR  - SOCIAL EVENT WITH DINNER 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2005 

9:00  10:45 REPORT ON PSD ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2005 

Co - Chairmen: Ms. Milica Vukoti and Mr. Svetoyar Mati

 
Presentation of progress on all PSD Activities 

 

Mr. Guri Shkodra, EU Day 2005 in Pristina; 

 

Mr. Marin au evi , Foreign Trade Chamber of B&H Research 
Proposal; 

 

Mr. Aleksandar Vujovi , CEED Research presentation; 

 

Mr. Edin Osmanbegovi , Research presentation; 

 

Mrs. Eleonora Bo inovska, APERM Research Proposal; 

 

Ms. Annelies van den Berg, The Study Visit in 2005, the Netherlands  

 

Mr. Dragi a Mija i , Presentation Business Plan Competition in 2005;

  

Ms. Vesna Kosti ,  Ms. Tatjana Pote ica and Mrs.Aleksandra 
Milenkovi - Bukumirovi , Training Modules in Belgrade; 

Open discussion 

10:45  11:00 COFFEE BREAK 

11:00  12:15 PARALLEL WORKING GROUPS 

 

EU Day Skopje 2006 
(Co-facilitators: Ms. Marija Zarezankova Potevska, Mrs. Aleksandra Milenkovic-
Bukumirovic) 

 

Business Plan Competition  
(Co-facilitators: Dr. Igor Zdravkovski, Mr. Dragisa Mijacic) 

12:15  13:15 LUNCH BREAK 

13:15  14:30  PARALLEL WORKING GROUPS 

 

Internships 
(Co-facilitators: Ms.  Tatjana Potezica, Mr. Dragisa Mijacic) 

 

Study Visit to the Netherlands 
(Co-facilitators: Mr. Darko Konjevic and  Mrs. Aleksandra Milenkovic-Bukumirovic) 

14:30  14:45 COFFEE BREAK 

14:45  16:00 PARALLEL WORKING GROUPS 

 

Private Sector Development Research Projects 
(Co-facilitators: Mr. Vladimir Sarac, Mr. Dragisa Mijacic) 

 

Business Skills Training Modules 
(Co-facilitators: Ms. A na ebek and Ms. Sylvia Harskamp) 



Private Sector Development in the Western Balkans: a Way to Europe 

2-4 December 2005, Budva, Montenegro  6 

16:00  16:15 COFFEE BREAK 

16:15  17:45 FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS (Plenary Session) 

Co-facilitators: Mr. V ladimir Sara and Mr. Yannick du Pont

 
19:00 - 21:00 DINNER AND CLOSING SESSION 


